
Students’ opinions vary on Dubai Metro experience

SHARJAH – Students at the Ameri-
can University of Sharjah (AUS) dis-
played mixed reactions when asked 
about the new Dubai Metro, which 
opened to great fanfare last month, 
with some favoring the new trans-
portation system and others consid-
ering it “a waste of time.”

“Riding the metro, standing in line 
for a ticket and waiting on the plat-
form stirred within me child like 
excitement,” Eva Fernandes, a jour-
nalism student, said. “It was like 
watching the city on movie reel.”

Some were impressed by the fa-

By Hiba Haddad
cilities provided in the metro. “The 
trains have a wireless connection 
and I found that very cool as I can 
just kill time while on it, rather than 
being bored on the hour-long ride to 
Mall of the Emirates,” Khaled Khar-
fan, 21, said.

The cost of riding the metro as op-
posed to other modes of transporta-
tion was another important aspect 
of students’ feedback. A number of 

-
od to save money. 

“The metro was so much fun and it 
in fact saved us a lot of money on 

student, Khaled Saadiyah, said. 
Mariam Halawani, 18, added that 
“I spent AED 30 all weekend, as op-

The Chronicle is an occasional publication of the Department of Mass Communication for the College of Arts & Sciences at the American University of Sharjah.
Layout by Salma Serry

2The Chronicle, October II,  2009

By Yusur Al-Bahrani

Students attend Arab Youth Café Meeting

BEIRUT – Eight American University of Sharjah students attended the Arab 
Youth Café Meeting organized by the Arab Thought Foundation (Fikr) on 
Oct. 1. 

Alia Almehairi, Hichem Aichour, Yusur Al Bahrani, Hayaa M. Azzam, Mah-

and Razan Munir Majdalawieh discussed with other participants the role of 
regional youth in shaping the future of Arab economies. 

During the meeting Dr. Shafeeq Al Ghabra, the director of the Center of 
Strategic and Future Studies at Kuwait University, said that Arab youth 
need courage, initiative and freedom. He also argued that Arab youth should 
recognize and respond to dangers which affect all Arabs. 

Later during the day, His Royal Highness Prince Khalid Al-Faisal from Sau-
di Arabia, a member of the Arab Thought Foundations, attended the meet-
ing and recited some of his poetry lines encouraging the youth to move 
forward in their ambitions. Another Saudi representative to the foundation, 
His Highness Prince Bandar, also attended the meeting to announce that 
the organization would arrange for more youth representation.

At the end of the meeting, organizers asked participants to share any proj-

in general.

SHARJAH—In an effort to reach out 
and unify new and old students, the 
Mass Communications Department 
(MCM) started off the semester with 

The Holy month of Ramadan presents 
a great opportunity to bring people 
together. Providing this venue, MCM 
students and faculty were able to 
gather together and break their fasts 
in celebration of the Holy month. 

Held in the basement of the NAB 
building, long buffet tables, stream-
ers and a cozy Ramadan atmosphere 
was created for the event. 

“For as long as I can remember, we 
have never had an event within our 
department that brings everyone 
together outside of the classroom,” 
said professor and MCM Iftar coor-
dinator Ana Gavassa. “We needed to 
begin a tradition of getting together 
and building relationships within 
the department in order for us to 
work better together.”

As part of the menu, students were 
invited to bring a traditional dish 
from home to share with MCM stu-
dents, faculty and staff. Dishes 
ranged from Pakistani Biryani, lo-
cal Thareed, Arabic grape leaves 
and samboosas, and a wide range 
of traditional desserts and appetiz-

ers. The Iftar presented a casual and 
friendly atmosphere where students 
and professors had the chance to in-
teract outside of the classroom. 

“This event has truly been very suc-
cessful in creating an MCM commu-
nity,” stated senior year student of 

these are what really tighten the re-
lationships between students and 
professors and give us all the chance 
to be involved in our majors.”  

Upon putting together this event, 
Gavassa also stressed the impor-
tance for older students and new 
students to interact, providing the 
opportunity to pass on advice and 
experience. “Everyone here is so 
friendly and close. It’s really nice to 

students who are in the same pro-
gram,” said advertising freshmen stu-
dent Siham El-Jamil. 

Several professors also brought 
along their families to introduce to 
their students and the department. 

behalf of the MCM department and 
it should happen more often,” said 
professor Abeer Al Najjar, daughter 
and son in hand. 

“Regardless of the food, everyone was 
so happy to contribute,” said Gavas-
sa. “This event really showed that we 
truly are a close department.” 

MCM Hosts its First Ramadan Iftar
By Dina Gharbo

posed to the 100 I usually spend a day 
on transport. That’s all I have to say!”
On the other hand, Rand Al Khu-
maisi, who possesses her own car, 
felt that the metro was a “waste of 
time.” I would have to drive, and then 
park my car to take the metro,” she 
noted. When asked about the expe-
rience, the engineering student added 

Others felt that the metro offered 
a limited choice of destinations. “I 
couldn’t go anywhere I want, maybe 
just to malls or something,” 19-year-
old Yara Milad said. “But I wouldn’t 
use it if I were planning on spending 
the whole night out.”

many students. “Everyone was wear-

ing masks on their face, all paranoid 

rode the metro on its second work-
ing day, said. “I was starting to be-
come paranoid myself.” 

“I do recommend that people use the 
metro, but use hand sanitizer; swine 

train to operate in the metro system 
left the Mall of the Emirates station 
on Sept. 9. The public were allowed 

-
ing day on Sept. 10.

WAM reported that on Sept. 20, the 

were recorded to have used the metro.    

Library exhibit features Dahm’s work

Students, professors and librarians 
-

brary for the opening of the library’s 
second-ever art exhibition on Oct. 
4. The exhibition, titled “Armchair 
Travels,” depicted a selection of 
travel illustrations done by School 
of Architecture and Design Assis-
tant Professor Bob Dahm.

The exhibition, organized in asso-
ciation with the AUS Faculty Devel-
opment Center and the Library Dis-
play Program, displays a selection of 
Dahm’s illustrations featured from 
1998 to 2009 in the Encounters sec-
tion of Skyward, a Japan Airlines in-

The exhibition, which opened at 5 

library, remained open until Oct. 8.

Dahm, who teaches illustration de-
sign and web design at AUS, said he 
was pleased with the turnout: “This 

and the opening had a good turn-
out. I saw quite a few of my students 
at the opening.”

Dahm said the success of last se-
mester’s library exhibition of AUS 
photography professor Dr. Mark 
Pilkington inspired him to exhibit his 
own illustrations: “I thought that my 

illustrations would make for a good 
show, so I approached Dr. [Daniel] 
Kirk at the Faculty Development Cen-
tre and pitched the idea to him.”

Head  University Librarian Kathy Ray 
said the exhibition is part of a new 
program at the AUS library to make 
faculty visual art more accessible to 
students: “ We have received posi-
tive feedback from our students and 
have plans to expand art exhibitions 

to create different art zones.”

By Eva Fernandes

AUS student representatives to the Oct. 1 Arab Youth Café Meeting in Beirut.
 (Courtesy photo)

One of the illustrations displayed at the 
exhibit. (Courtesy image)
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